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Quote of the Week – “Don’t assume that every student understands the material just 
because no one asks a question.” – Youki Terada 
 
Celebrating Success – (1) Students across the 
district celebrated the 100th day of school on 
Wednesday, January 24th; (2) Camargo held their 
school spelling bee on Wednesday.  Savannah 
Ginter was the winner and Alexis White was 
runner-up; (3) MCHS English IV teachers hosted a 
resume workshop last week.  With the help of Mr. 
Jeff Perkins, Community Ed. Coordinator for the 
district, community members met with students 
individually and provided feedback on their 

resumes; (4) MSE included parents with their special 
Donuts with Dad event.  Students were encouraged 
to invite their dads, or another father-figure, for a 
morning of fun and food before classes started; (5) 
The McNabb 8th grade volleyball team fell just short 
in the Bluegrass Conference Championship Friday 
night.  Congratulations to the girls and Coach 
Craycraft for making it to the championship game; 



(6) The boys’ bowling team placed fifth out of 15 teams in regional play on Saturday.  
Brandon Whitt placed in the top 10, only five pins shy of advancing to the state 
tournament; (7) The MCHS academic team placed third in the district tournament held this 
past weekend.  Rebecca Swartz placed second in written composition and fifth in language 
arts.  Kenley Grimes placed second in written composition. In science Alex Tufono placed 
second and Riker Lansdale placed fourth.  Nick Pidgorodetskiy placed fifth in math and 
Nate Brother placed fifth in social studies. The team will advance to regional competition 
on February 17th; (8) The MSE book club volunteered Saturday night at the Homeless 
Coalition’s event.  
 
2018 Great Kindness Challenge – This past week MSE students 
participated in The Great Kindness Challenge.  Students were 
given a list of random acts of kindness and ask to complete 
these acts throughout the week.  Mrs. Mays also spoke to each 
class via a guidance lesson to discuss the importance of 
kindness in our society.  There were also dress up themed 
events for each day of the week.  These included, Round up 
Kindness (western attire), Dream of Kindness (pajamas), 
Powered by Kindness (superhero attire), Hats off to Kindness 
(wear a hat), and MSE Kids are Kind (wear a MSE shirt).   
 
This year MSE incorporated a Kindness Cart.  The cart included 
treats for staff members with a kind message.  A group of 
students delivered treats to every staff member in the building!    
 

On Friday, all students participated in several 
outreach projects.  All together they created 
around 600 coffee sleeves for the Buzz Cup, 
600 paper Kroger bags, 600 kind notes for the 
Sterling Community Food Coalition and table 
cloths for Montgomery County Senior Citizens 
Center.  Of course, all items were decorated by 
MSE students with encouraging and uplifting 
words/art work.  Again, all items will go out in 

our community to bless so many lives!   
 
Student Attendance – MSE claimed the highest one-day attendance of 
96.57% on Wednesday and a weekly high of 95.25%. 
 
Valentine’s Plans – Valentine’s Day is only two weeks away.  Please join 
us in reminding students and parents that glass items and balloons 
cannot be transported on the school buses due to safety issues. 
 



MCEA Donates Money to Local Food Bank – Last 
month, several MCEA members donated their 
time to work concessions at the high school and 
raised $355.00.  MCEA donated the money to the 
Sterling Community Food Coalition.  Pictured (L-
R) MCEA Vice President Rebecca Lytle Thomas, 
MCEA President Sharon Copher, MCEA Treasurer 
Vicki Molstad, Rigby Slone, Sterling Community 
Food Coalition Board Members Jeffrey Liles, Janet 
Kenney, and Cay Lane. 
 

 
Dates:  
 

• Feb. 2 – McNabb Spelling Bee, 9:00 a.m. 
• Feb. 2 – Mapleton Mother/Son Basketball Game, MCHS Arena, 6:00 p.m. 
• Feb. 2 – MCHS Winterfest Dance, 9:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. 
• Feb. 3 – Mapleton Daddy/Daughter Dance, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
• Feb. 5 – MSE Spelling Bee, 8:00 a.m.   
• Feb. 6 – Mapleton Spelling Bee, 8:00 a.m. 
• Feb. 7 – Camargo College and Career Day 
• Feb. 9 – MCIS Spelling Bee, 9:00 a.m. 
• Feb. 12-16 – Mapleton Random Acts of Kindness Week 
• Feb. 12-16 – MSE College Week 
• Feb. 12 – Camargo PTO Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Feb. 12 – MSE Winter Reading/Writing Fair, 5:30 p.m. 
• Feb. 13 – Mapleton SBDM Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
• Feb. 14 – Mapleton Civics Leadership Team Visit Sterling Meadows 
• Feb. 14 – Mapleton Valentine’s Day Parties, 1:45 p.m. 
• Feb. 14 – Camargo SBDM Meeting, 3:00 p.m. 
• Feb. 15 – MSE A/R Night, 3:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
• Feb. 15 – MCIS SBDM Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 
• Feb. 15 – MCHS SBDM Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
• Feb. 16 – MSE Reality Store 
• Feb. 17 – MCHS Super Saturday College & Career Fair, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
• Feb. 19 – No School – President’s Day 
• Feb. 21 – Mapleton PTO Meeting, 4:30 p.m. 
• Feb. 22 – Black History Month Program, Camargo, 1:30 p.m. 
• Feb. 23 – Camargo Reality Store 
• Feb. 23 – The Lion King Jr., 7:00 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 
• Feb. 24 – Alive at 25 Driving Course, MCHS Room 153, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
• Feb. 24 - The Lion King Jr., 2:00 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 
• Feb. 24 - The Lion King Jr., 7:00 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 
• Feb. 25 - The Lion King Jr., 2:30 p.m., McNabb Auditorium 



• Feb. 26-Mar. 2 – Mapleton Spring Book Fair 
• Feb. 27 – Grandparents as Guardians Informational Meeting, MSE, 8:00 a.m. 
• Feb. 27 – Board of Education Meeting, 5:30 p.m., MCHS Cafeteria  

 

Continuous Learning through Professional Literature

Making the Best Use of Classroom Read-Alouds 
(Originally titled “Why Every Class Needs Read-Alouds”) 
              “The read-aloud is like the Swiss Army knife of literacy,” says Laura Varlas in this article in 
Education Update; “it has multiple uses at every age and in every content area.” Literacy expert 
Regie Routman agrees about the value of reading aloud: “It slows us down, relaxes us, reminds us 
of the joy and inspiration of a well-crafted story. Being read to puts us in the frame of mind for 
learning and increases literacy achievement.” Read-alouds are different from shared reading, 
where students have a copy of the text and there are frequent interruptions for instruction, jotting 
on sticky notes, or skill practice. With read-alouds, there are fewer pauses and the teacher is 
pursuing a number of possible objectives: 

- Modeling effective reading; 
- Exposing students to texts they can’t yet decode by themselves (children’s reading level 

doesn’t catch up to their listening level until around 8th grade); 
- Building academic vocabulary and knowledge, especially for ELLs; 
- Previewing information, themes, or text structures; 
- Creating a bridge to more complex texts 
- Showing how texts connect with one another; 
- Providing an exemplar of a genre of writing; 
- Providing a scaffold for students’ subsequent reading and writing; 
- Creating a bond between teacher and students; 
- Promoting a love of reading. 

A common misconception is that read-alouds aren’t appropriate after age 10. With the right text 
and delivery, says Varlas, reading aloud can be a classroom staple for older students as well. Some 
teaching pointers for reading aloud at any grade: 

- Choose a great book with a clear purpose, curriculum connections, and cultural relevance. 
- Don’t shy away from non-fiction, which can be compelling.  
- Picture books can work at any age. 
- Pre-read the text before class. 
- Don’t worry if students don’t understand every word; one goal is to stretch vocabulary and 

knowledge. 



- Cue students to listen for a big idea or connection. 
- Ham it up; vary tone, volume, and speed, and use gestures. 
- Invite the principal to observe or take part. 
- Don’t interrupt with a lot of instructional points and literal comprehension questions. 
- But do pause to clarify a tricky word, make a connection, or ask a higher-order question 

like, “Why do you think the mother had that look on her face? What other experiences 
might she have had that made her not trust this person?” 

- Aim for lively, academic conversations during or after a read-aloud, and perhaps follow-up 
activities like writing a letter or doing a research report. 

- Consider teaming up with other schools to share the read-aloud experience (Global Read 
Aloud https://theglobalreadaloud.com is a month-long event linking schools around the 
world all reading the same book). 

- Abandon a book that’s clearly not working. 
 
“Why Every Class Needs Read-Alouds” by Laura Varlas in Education Update, January 2018 (Vol. 60, 
#1, p. 2-3, 6), http://bit.ly/2rxtP25  
 
 
Be sure to notify the designated person at your school if you have calendar information that 
should be added to your website calendar. 
 
Thank you so much for your effort and commitment to children.  If you have questions 
about any of the information contained in this issue of The MoCo Monday Minute, please 
contact me at matthew.thompson@montgomery.kyschools.us.  
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